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DVD Special Report: 
MGM's Ronin DVD Goes On-Line 

OniHflHH^MflViVl wes fortunate enough to meet with two very nice people from MGM Home Entertainment 
at the Trump International Hotel in New York City. This meeting was arranged as part of MGM's Media Tour to Introduce 
an exciting new way of utilizing the native Interactivity of the DVD format and combining It with the connectivity of the 
Internet. Representing MGM ws3 their Marketing Director Dave Miller and the Manager of Publicity and Promotions Beth 
Luterman. 




MGM Home Entertainments brave new Idea win make its debut on upcoming DVD 
release of the John Frankenheimer film RONIN starring Robert DeNlro. In addition to the 
film, the RONIN DVD will contain DVD-ROM capabilities that will allow owners of the DVD 
to participate In a special on-line event. The RONlN DVD is scheduled for reteaseon^ 
MM^^gjHMMand the live on-fine event will take place at 8pm (EST) on fVB^r 
^^^PSrTsDVDlnnovatlon has just a few requirements which include a PCJVunnlng the 
Windows 95 or Windows 96 operating system, a DVD-ROM drive and a 28.8 kb or batter 
connection to the InLerneL The live on-line event will be hosted by John Frankenheimer 
and will feature a 25-mtnute tour of the making of the film. The tour will be supplemented 
by storyboards. behind-the-scenes footage, film action sequences and stills that will be 
sent to the user via the Internet Following the event, there will be a thirty-minute on-line 
chat session with John Frartkenhelmer. With somewhere between five and six million 
DVD-ROM drives installed in personal computers in the United Stales alone, the sheer 
numbers of possible participants should make for a huge on-4ine event 



To participate in the on-line event requires that one insert their copy of RONIN into their DVD-ROM drive, which will begin 
the installation of the PCFriendly software on to the computer. Once the software is installed, the user can select a 
hyperlink that connects to the RONIN event website (www.mgrn.com^vd/ronfn). The website requires that one register for 
the on-line event, after registration the user will be able to submit questions for John Frankenheimer. Many of the 
questions submitted during registration will be incorporated into the on-line event I recommend that everyone register for 
the event as soon as they acquire the DVD. Early registration Also insures that your particular questions have^^etter 
chance of being incorporated into the event Additionally, with registration of the way, logging onto the event onflmi 
wil l be simplifie d. Of course, make sure that your copy of RONIN is in your DVD-ROM drive when you log on to the evenT 
on4BlV For lhose unable to participate during the live event. MGM will cache the event to their Internet servers so 
thetrtcanbe played back at a later date by anyone acquiring the RONIN DVD. 

Using a simulation, MGM's Dave Miller demonstrated to me how the on-line event would work, showing how content from 
the DVD would be utilized in conjunction with the live data coming from a connection to the Internet The simulation was 
very cool and utilized a terrific looking interface. I was excited by the notion of filmmakers having the opportunity to make 
a direct connection with the public via the Internet This kind of connection would allow filmmakers to interact and discuss 
their films with perhaps millions of fens all at me same time. MGM's innovative idea makes the entire DVD experience 
more personal, by using technology to bring filmmakers together with the fans who watch and enjoy their movies. I think 
this is a brilliant idea, and MGM Is just scratching the surface of combining DVD with Internet technology. MGM's Dave 
Miller told me that RONIN is just the first title to be enhanced in this way. other DVDs with Internet capabilities ana 
currently in the works. Way to go MGMl 
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After experiencing MGWTs demonstration, I'm sure fliaflhe RONIN event Is something that no film fan with a PC and DVD- 
ROM drive will want to miss. I would like to thank Dave Miller and Beth LUterman for taking the time to demonstrate to me 
this new concept In DVD entertainment. 



[Horrai [DVD RftvwjgwfJ pjsertbc Ravievrt] [Company AOd/owcs] [DVD Lintel [Laaardfcc Lkik*) [Lasanfec DVD Mafl] 



PAGE 29/29 ' RCVD AT 6/4/2004 9:54:54 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8585520095 ' DURATION (mm-ss):07-28 



